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S IR, 
Shall endeayour to anſwer yours as fully and briefly as 
I poſlible. 
t. You defire to know whether the Letter I ſent you 
be cruly Monfieur FazePs or nor. 
-—* their Highnefſes gave him Commiſſion to 
write it. | 
+ 7. How far the Diſſenters may rely on their Highneſſes 
4.” What effe&ts it has on all ſorts of People. 

Sir, Roman Catholicks may be pardoned if they en- 
deayour to male that: Letter paſs for an Impoſture, it is their 
Intereſt ſo to do, and they are ſeldom wanting co promote 
that, let the methods 'be never fo indiret which they are 
forced to' make ule of: It does indeed ſpoil many hopeful 
projects of theirs. Bur how any Proteſtant among us can 
really doybc the truth of ir, is ſtrange ra me. Some things 
carry their own evidence 41ong with chem, I rake this Letter 
to be'one of that kind, 1 do not defire you to believe me 


- © upon my bare affirmation that I know ir to be genuine, (tho 


this be moſt true) but ſhall offer my Reaſons to conyance 
you that it cannot be otherways. 
Firſt, The Letrer is like 'rs Author, the Matter is weigh- 
«ty, the Reaſoning ſold, the Stile grave, full and clear, The 
that of a Lawyer: It has an Air all over, which as well 
thews the Religion and Temper of its Writer as the Mat- 
er and Method of jt do his ity and Judgment. Now 
all theſe Qualities make up the Charafter of Monſieur-F agel. 
+ Secondly, -T here are the fame grounds to believe this 
Letter to be M. Fage/'s, as there are to believe any thing 
you have not ſeen, bo The contant Afſ:verations of Per- 
ſons of undoubr&d Credit that come from x4o/land, who all 
agree in '', an affireus of it. M. Fagel own'd it to feve- 


ral Engliſh Georlemen, "and many both here and in Holland 


knew two months ago that fuch a Letter was written ; a 
Forgery would before this time have been detec-d, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch a one as ruines the Deſigns ,of the Triumphing 


arty. | 
- Thirdly, It was written by M. Fagel in Anſwer to Let- 
ters from Mr. Stewarr,* ſent by his Majeſties ſpecia! Orders, 
and Mr Sreware ha& both a Engliſh and Latin Copy tent 
kim: Therefgre the Englith Copy fs not ca'led a T ranſla- 
tion, bur it is a fort of Offigin?l: for you are not to doubr 
bur the matter was ordexed fo, th:t her Royal Highneſs 
might {| it as well as his Majeſty. 
> doghem know mbetber their Higreſſes 
ve Order-to Monſieur Fagel to write it. 
- I wiſh Sir, you would take the pains to read the Letter 
- aver again, an4 confider who this Monſeur F gel ts ; He is 
Penfionary of Holland, and firſt Miniſter of State, raiſed ro 
that Dignity by the Prince's Favour, h* Antwers Letters 
written to him, which are ordered by His Majeſty to be 
Communicated to their Highneſks, In his Aniwer, he gives 


an Account of their Hignefſes Opinions about the Repeal 
of the Penal Laws and Teſt ; Matters of a National Concern, 
and of the greateſt Importance. Nqw you muſt have a 
ſtra ge Opinion of Mon/reur Fagel, if you think him capable 
of ſo great an Indiſcretion < or rather Impoſture) asto write 
ſuch a Letter of his own Head. The Letter ic telt Demon- 
ſtrates, that whoever writ-it is no Fool, and the Cucum- 
ſtances | have marked ſhow that he is no K1ave. And 10- 
deed the Subſtance of ir is not new, "ironly repeats tro H1s 
Majeſty the fame Anſwer which the Prince and Priacets 
had formerly given to His Majeſtics Envoy there. X 

In ſhort, you may leave the whole Matter to this plain 
iſue : if this Letter be a falſe one, i& will be diſowa'd; 
if a true one it will be owned. Their Hyghoeſſes love not to 
do things that will not bear the Light.It Evident, they did 
not intend the Matcer of it ſhould be a Sefret, having told ic 
to Monſieur D* Albeville, as often as he (infhis Diſcreet. Way) 
neceſſitated them to do it.But how itcamet> be. rinted,l cag- 
not inform you juſtly; however you ſhall have my conjecture, 

I remember, as {oon as it was noiſed about Town, thac 
Mr. Stewars had received a_ Letter of ſath a Nature from 
Maonſicur Fagel, Care was taken, that the Writer of tne Com- 
mon News Letters which are diſperſedFer the Kingdom, 
ſhould inſert in them, that their Highngſes had. declared 
themſelves for the Repeal ot the Teſt. Tis Pie Frazemizhr, 
I ſuppoſe, give Occafion to the Printingipf the Letter, as 
the Wiſdom and Policy of our States-me (in putting Mr. 
Stewart on Writing ſuch Letters) had pr ed 62 I ay 
Letters, for Monſiier Fazel had five or fix og that ſubject be- 
fore he anſwered, ſo unwilling were they in Hulland: to re- 
turn an Anſwer, fince they could :ot give one that! vas: 
pleaſing, or to da anv thing that look'd like meddling. 

The third Thing vou defired co be fatished in, is, Wuuber 
th- I i.Jenters may rely on their Highneſſes W/ am 4s aptito 
miſtruſt ?rinecs Promiſes as you are. t ſhall now gave! 
vou my reaſons, why | think the Difſentgrs may ſafely ,dg;. 
it. And at the ſame time, becauſe of Afﬀfagity.ot- phi 
matter, I will e-}| you why I think we ray all:cly on their 
Highneſles for o'r £© ivil ' tbertiss, as well as the Diflemers - 
may dofor Lher: of Conſcience. Much ofwhar'T have to ſv y 
is equally applicabic to them both, yet uſe I know you ; 
have tad an Account of Her Royal Highpeſs, better than 
A give you, I fhall for the moſt pazt, ſpeak only of 
tNe Frince, + . Pw 

My firſt Reiforis the cerrainelt of all Rezfone Thar i 
wiil be His Highneſles intereſt to ſertle martersget Home, + 
which only can be done by a Legal Toleration or -Compre- 
henfion 1a Matters of Religion ; and by reſtgrivg che Civil » 
Liberties of the Nation, ito much-invaded of lace... i hic 
this will be his 1ncereſt 1s Evidect,if his Defigns lyeabroad, 
as it's certata they do. Defigas at home and.abroad at 
the ſame time are (o inconſiftent, that we ſee HisMajeitv, 

A though 


bs 2 


and iavigs"Sbread, by all ch& c24 excite his Appecice for 
Criory, & reeencde them « The trach is, -one that 
wand undertake it, is in the ſame Condition with Officers 
that bear their men, to make chem fight, they have Ene- 
Ct DOOR» Objet, that Princes do neceal 

ut you dbjc4, t rinces de not always 
follow? he te Incereis of which it is not difficulc 1n 
this Age ro give ſeveral Faral Inſtances, 
Cl their Intereſts. rill ch nd if the 

ir Intereſts. till che contrary appear ; and if they 

be of 'an Age tg have taken their FRO 900 have till fuch 


hall joyn to his preſeat poſſeſſion of this Headfhip, a more 
Natura! Tide þ being in a greater capacity. to AR, he 
= Las anc himſelf, no" jay afide Deſigns and lntereſts 
whi 


even 1: mper, full of Thoughts and Refleftioa : one that 
precipitates neither in Thinking, Speaking, nor AQing; is. 
cautious in Reſolving and Promiſing, but firm to his Re- 

ſolurions, wn Fog iy qlerving vis Word : Inform your 


rom its Oppreſſors, and maintain the Proteſtant Incerelt, 
by Vere Fruth, Honour and Refdlution ; knowing, 
thar ſuch methods art as ryto make Proteſtant Prin- 


ces and Srares flouriſh, as Vice and Oppreſſion are to main- 
tain Popiſh Government. ; 
No Popiſh Prince in Europe can pretend to have kept his 
_ Word to his Proteſtant Subjetts, as the Princes of Orange 
have always done to their Popith Subjects at Orange, and 


> 
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mily failed in ng 
or uſed their own Popiſh SubjeQs the worſe for ir, in making 
diſtinion between them and their other Subjetts, or infln- 


[eo , 
Now the Church of England may juſtly expe all fore 
of protefion and countenance from the Succeffors, whey 
it's their turnto give it, they have a legal right to it, and 
Impartial- Difſeaters muſt acknowledge, that of late they 
have deſerved it. 2 
But as for the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I chink no honeft 
man amongſt chem will Apprehend, that their Highnelles 
who keep t 


r Word to their popiſh Enemies, wall break - 
it to Proteſtant SubjeQs, tho differiug from the aire 


Efabliſh:nenc. | 

The next thing I am tomake is, T hat his Hi 
neffes Education muſt have infuled ſuch principles as 
with bis Latereſt : There muſt be a: Fatal Infeftion in the 
Engliſh Crown, if matters miſcarry in his Highaefles H ands, 
his Veins are full of the beſt Proteſtant Blood in the Worle.; 


d The Reformation in France grew up under the Conduft/and 


Iafluerce of Caigri. Prince William fourgedt the Govern- 


ment a: the Lnitad Netherlands on the Baſis of property and - 


liberxy of Conſcience. His Highneſs was bred and. lives 
in that State which ſubfilts and flouriſhes by adhering ſtea- 
ee ale both i his eublick and pr 

elf, in his public private concerns, as 
wellin the Government of his Family, and of ſuch principgs 
lities as belong to him, as in that of the Army, andin the 
Diſpenſing of that great power which the States have given 
him, has as great regard to Juſtice, Vertue and rue Religi- 
on, as may compleat the charadter of a Prince, qualified to 


" make thoſe he Cioverns happy. 


It does not indeed appear, that their Highneſſes have 


_ any ſhare of thatdevoyring Zeal which hath ſo long ſer the 


World on fire, and tempted thinking men to have a notion 
of Religion it ſelf, like that wehave of the Ancient Para- 
dice, as it it had never been more than an intended Bleſſing, 
but all who have the honour ro know their Highneſfes an4 
their Inclinations in matters of Religion, are fully ſatisfied” 


* they have a truly Chriſtian Zeal, and as much as is co2- 


ſiſtent with Knowledge and Charity. | | 
As to his Highnefſes circumſtances, they will be fuch 
when his Stars make way for him, as may convince 0:r 
Scepricks, that certain perſons, times and things, are: pre- 
pared tor one another. 1 know not why we may not hope 


that as his predeceſſars broke the Yoke of the Houſe of \ 


Auſtria from off the Neck.of Europe ; The honour of break- 


ing that of the Houſe of Bourbon is reſerved for him. I am: , 
confident the Nation wi.l heartily jovn with him in his Juſt 
Reſentmeats, Reſentments which they have with ſo mucts - 7 


Impatience 


d tofind, 

Fiipies of tte . = 
At Row a greater infhence 

rt the Princes of Chriftentent, than 

ever hed. And this acquired 


of 
lh will have only z borrowed Title, which we may 
e will make him more cautious in baying defigns at 
and his wanting Children (to our misfortune ) 


Y F him leſs ſolicitous to have ſuch Bevigns. 
* all, it muſt be acknowledged, that in matters of 
is Nature, the premiſes may ſeem very ftrong, and yer the 


not follow. Humane infirmities are ; 
JS emprations to Arbicrarineis are ſtrong, and often both the 
it and Fleſh weak. Such fatal miſtakes have been made 
or that .the Sucreffors themſelves may juſtly pardon 
mens Jealoufies... A Widow that has , had' # bad Husband. 
will cry on her Wedding day, rhongh ſhe would-be married 
with all her hearr. Bur I am ent you wilt grant to 
me, that-in the cafe of the preſent Succeſſors, che poſſibili- 
ties are &5' remote, and the Jealoufſtes as ill gr d, and 
that there is as much to ballince then, as ever rhere was to 

be fonnd in the ofany Succeffors ro the Crown of 

England, Now may I add, To conclude the Reafons that I 
| havegiven you, why we may depend on their Highneffes, 

char T lenow confiderable men, who af er great Enquiry and 

Obſervarion, do hope that their Highneſſes (being every 


2 
& 


in putting an end to our 


Yeo make ush ] 
and in recover- 


14 s and infixing the Prerogative, 
me che Obery of the Nation, which is fo much ſunk, and 
| | whictinow (when we were bug with ExpeCtarions) we find 
Secrific'd ro unhappy parrtiafiries in marters of Religion: 
| - The laſt thing you deſire ro know, is, Phe: Effefts this 
Lenter has bad. Bae it is not yet old enough for me ro judge 
of that, I can berrer tell you. what Effetts it onghe to have, 
| I find the moderate wiſe men of all Perſwafions are much 
pleaſed with it.  - / . 

I know Komen Cathniicks that wiſh to God matters were 
ſetled on the med! given'in it ; they ſee the great difficulty 
of getting the Teſt Repealed : And withal, they doube 
"whether it is. their Incereſt that it ſhould be Repealed or 
not: They frar needy violent men might get inro Employ- 
menes who would put His Majeſty on doing things that 
might ruine them and their Poſterity. They are certainly 
in -the right of it. It is good to provide for the worſt. A 
q Revolution will come wich a Wirneſs ;, and irs like it may 

come before the Prince of Wales be of Age ro manage an' 
unruly Spirit, that T'fear will accompany it. Humane 
Nature can hardly digeſt what it is already neceſficated to 
ſwallow, ſuch provocations even alters mens ſudgmen's. .I 
frud rhat men who otherways hate ſeveriry, begin to be of 
Opinion rhar Queen Elixabetbs Leniry to thie R.C's proves 
mow cruelty co the Proteſtanes. The whole Body of Pro- 
reftunrs in che Nation, was lately afraid of a Pipifh Succeſſor, 
and when they Reflected on Queen Aries Reign, thoughr 
we had already fuffiriert Experienceof rhe Spirir of that 
Religion ; and ſtook Self-preſervarion to be a good Are1- 
mear, for preveuting a ſecond Tryal. But vow a handful 


and have miſſed With the greatet of Aunrin 
Monarchs. 


; and therefore that they had berter be conFt 


nificd for ſuch an end) are predeſtinaced (if 


Country and Religion to all Dangers andFavours wharſo- 


4 


"IC (4 ont 
medy, hop chac the Diſtdſe wis rot 


ves. Lam at ,a11 Proegtiir » 
Hoe henceforward the Nation a yoyt d fot by Flich- 


And therefore I would adviſe the R. C's td Þnfider that Prb- 
"reſtates are ſtill men, that late Ext s at Hothe, 4d 
the Cruelties of Popiſh Princes abroad, F4 | 
terrible tdez of their Religion. That Or 
cious and wodhrocy ont. and if they let ch&preſent 

by, they cat! hardly ever hope that { will be p 


r them to Jecover ic. That their Fat 
fachers would have thonght 'themſelyes i 
had ſuch an offer as this is, in any of 


acid C 


d with Hdlfz 
Lorf, then no Bread. 1 mean it will be the Wiſdom to eri- 
brace this Golden Occaſion of putting thqpſelves on a level 
withall other Englih-men ; at leaft as tofheir private 
pars ans ro difarm once for all, the $verity of 


which if ever they ſhould come tape in good earri- 
eſt Executed by a Proteſtant Se, make Engletnd 
too hot ſor them : And therefore I ſhould girticularly adviſe 
thoſe among them, who have the Howauſ to approach His 
Majeſty, to uſe thei Credir, to prevail yith him to make 
this ſo neceffary a tep in favour of theYation ; ſlice the 
Succeffors have advanc'd tw6 Thirds of th rg 


ſo good and pious a Work. Then, and r 
K. C's may think thernſelves ſecured, and 
hope to be great by Tranffating Fear and 
Breafts of His SubjeQts, to the of Wi 
Nations Enemies: : 
Bat if an Evil Genius (which fee 
over usnow a long tirfte) wif! have ft orhiwiſe ; if T vous 
R. C. 1 would meddle no more, but live qffer at home, a 
Careſs my Proreſtarit Neighbours ; and info doing,] ſhould 
think my ſelf berrer ſecured againſt the REentmencs of eh6 
Nation, than by all the Forces, Forts, Eragues, Garrati- 
tres, and even Afen Children, that His Mzffſty may hope t6 
leave behind him. . 
As for the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I am $nfideve the Bo- 
dy of thenr wi!l continue to behave themſeſFcs like men, who 
ro their great Honour have ever preferreqrhe Love of their 


to have hovered 


ever, bur there are both Weak ard Intereſted men a——_ 
all great uumbers ; 1 would have chem confider how much 
the ſtate of things is altered, upon the coming out of this 
Letter, for if hirherto t ve beeq roof forward in giving 
Ear to Propoſals on this miſtake, tharthey could never have 
ſuch a favourable JunQure, for getting the Laws againſt 
them Repealed : T hope'now they are undeceived, fince the 
Succefſors have pawn*d their Faith and Honour for it, hich 
I rake to' be @ better ſecurity (as marrers go at preſent) than 
the ſo much talked of Ma2nz Chrrre for Liberty of Conſcience 
would be, though got in a legal way ;- for our Judges 1 ave 
declared, That Princes can Cifpence with the Obligation , 
cf Laws, bur' they have not yet given their Opioion,#chat' 
they can dif, with the Honour of their Word z nor have 
their Highneffes avy Confeffor ro ſupply ſuch. an Omiſſion. 
However it is- nor to be charg'd on their Highneſſes, if 
uch.a Mens Chzrts be nor ar prefentgiven them, provided 
the Teſt be let alone; buri fear the Koran Catholicks Zack 
K . Y Ww1 
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| ro joyn with willog Sheriffs in 
violating che -Righes of 
the Liberties of England; a prudent way of recommending 
their Religion ©» all erue Engl:]b-mes. | 
Bur it any of the Dif-nters be 1o deſticute of *enſe and 
oneſty, as to prefer a Magrs Charts, 1o obtained Void and 
Null-io it (elf, to their own Honour and © onſcience, to the 
Love and Libenies of their Countrey, tothe preſent Kind- 
neſs of all goal Men, and their Countenance at another 
time, and aboveall, to the Favour and Word of the Succeſ(- 
.fors, who have now ſo generouſly declared themſelves for 
them-; We maypronounce, that they are men abandoned 
tea Reprobareſeaſe, who will jaſtly dzſerve Infamy and 
the Harred of ge Nation at preſent, and irs Reſentments 
hereaf ec. Is it99 lible, that any D Teate:, who either 
deſerves or loy4 the Reputation of an Honeſt Man, can be 
a d with by any pretences of I'Mfinu tions how plauſi- 
le foevzr, t» mike fo Oltous and pernicious a bargain, as 
thar of b.u iag wprecarious.pretende\ Liberty.of Conſcience, 
at the price of te Civil Liberrics of th:ir Country, and at 
the price of renoving that which under God is the moſt 
effeftual Bar rokeep us from rhe Dominion of a Religion, 
that would as ſomnas it could, force us to abandon our own, 
or reduce us td the Miſerable Condition of thoſe of our 
Ncighbours, are glad to forſake all they have in the 
World, that thy: may have their Souls and Lives for a 


prey. 

As for-rhe Chirch of England, their Clergy have of late 
oppos'd themſclies to Popery, with fo much Learning, Vi- 
gour. Danger ajd Succeſs. that | think all honeſt Difſen- 
ters will lay their Reſentments againſt them, and look 

he preſent Bulwark and Honour of the 

; Ck thole - Hs among them, 

to thetmſtlves, the name and 

| urch of England, and have been made 
Inſtruments co bing about Defigns, of which their preſent 
Behaviour convigees me, they were ignorant, as I ſuppoſe 
many of the Diſſtacers are, whoſe turn it is now to be the 


ools. 

I-fay, I wiſh fich men would confider,o what a paſs they 
have brought Marers by their Violences, or rath 'rthe Vio- 
lences of theſe whoſe Property they were, and at length be 
wiſe ; They camt but be ſenſible of the Advantages they 
receive by this Letter. I ſuppoſe they apprehend ( 1 am ſure 
they ought to do it) that the Ruiae of their Ch ich is re- 
folv'd on: But if the Diffenters upon this Lerrer withlraw 
themſelves, the R. C's have neirlter Hearts to keep firm to 
to ſuch a Reſolution, .nor Hands to Execute tr. 

Since therefore, They chemfelves, have unhappily broughe 
their Church into ſuch Precepies by provoting the Dyſſent- 
Ers, it is in 2 particular mznner. their. Duty, thei 


| hem'lves with ch's moſt 'Chri 
an renection;. t? zen R..C..wili not - L 
fered them; ſuchimen.deſerye all the. miſery that is prepa- 
 riag for them, and will periſh without Puy, and give think- 
inz Mz 1 ozcafion to-rem:mber the, Proverb, Beat 4 Fool (or 
a Zralot ) in & Mouter, yet bis Feotifln:ſs will nat depart from bin. 


which are. the Root of there wi ooh 


of what is of-. (he ves thall remember chem, as 3ſt 
the damadd to their Sins, Curſing both them aad chemſclves. | 
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they have thei 
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When honeſt men ought 


"by 


Sir, I thought ] had made an end, bur looking your 
Letrer over again, I find I have forgot to an'wer a reaſon 
or two you give, why you doubt waether the. Letter be 


truely M. Fazels : You are informed (youley).cher ſuch 


and ſuch Great Men doubred of it ; but | 

pr=tene to doubt of the Trath of char. Letrer,. C tho they 
knew ir to be true.) as believe Her Majeſty to be with Child, 
almoſt before ſhe knew it Her ſelf; andthat the wagquick, 
whea the Embryo. .as Anacomilts ſay, is not much: above 
an Inch long ; I don't think that Popiſh Succeffors, like 
certain weeds, grow faſter than others: The Perſons 


name may Trim, and prefume;on their Merit, leaft fo | 


right be thought capable of Refent A | 
fiction. I fay their Merit ; you have-ten-a Tong 


their Highacſles ; ir is bond up with a relatiog 

cauſes of their ſufferings for their ( or rather their High- 
nefſes ) Religion. You know even how one of them the laſt 
Sumner payed them his reverence wichall the Refpe(t and 
Humility of a due diſtance, and with the ſame caution with 
which the Invincible Monarch fights out of Cannon ſhoe. 
Bur Sir though the charafer of a Trammer be ordinarily 
the charatter of a Prudent Man, there. are times and ſcaſons 
when it is no* the Charafter of an Honeſt Man, 


a 
ſhould be very 


it, _ my own part, though I am neither 


to live ta ſee a day of Jubilee tn 
|; cimes, that a Womin 
on Che. pain and danger 


was in. Bur: as [| am told 


Sivk am 


Faluery 12. 1688: Yours. * 
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the Diſſemers not to.be much concerned at co 
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on: , 
of hs geoes ſervices ſome ( when they. wee jn paper) Gao | 
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